Topic number: 1

“Beauty does not manifest itself, but is revealed by man. If Lin tang (orchid pavilion) and its clear river and slender bamboo had not been described by Wang Xizhi (303-361), they would have disappeared in deserted mountains without being known”.  Liu Zongyuan (773-819).
          
Beauty is in the eyes of the beholder

Peter tells his daughter she is beautiful a thousand times a day. Aaron kisses his wife every night and whispers “You’re gorgeous”. My brother Steven just got his driver’s license, and he loves his new Mustang, he calls it “his little beauty”. My neighbor Patrick is crazy for punk, and he thinks his hair is beautiful now, because he dyed it pink yesterday. All these people regard certain people or things to be beautiful. A lot of people though, wouldn’t have exactly felt the same about Peter’s daughter, Aaron’s wife, my brother Stevens car and my neighbor Patrick’s hair. What I call beautiful, is not what you call beautiful. What people used to call beautiful, is not what we call beautiful now. I guess it is true, that beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 

Liu Zongyuan has a quote on this subject, which is pretty close to the expression beauty is in the eye of the beholder. In this essay I will try to analyze and explain this quote, discuss the meaning of it, and after that, I will try to show why there is so much truth in this almost 1300 year old quote.

Analysis- let’s look into the quote

Let’s start with looking into this quote more closely. What first draws our attention is the first sentence, which is probably the most important one of the whole quote. It starts with “beauty does not manifest itself”. Immediately we stumble upon a term, which can not be left unmentioned. It is the term “beauty”. A lot of people define beauty differently, and not everything is beautiful in the same way, which is actually also what I will be trying to prove in this essay. But in order to at least have some guideline, I will use the definition of beauty which is the most neutral, in my opinion. The Oxford dictionary tells us that:
“Beautiful is pleasing to the eyes, to the other senses or to the mind.”

Now that that is clear, let’s look at the whole first part of the sentence. “Beauty does not manifest itself”. What is said here is that beauty doesn’t demonstrate itself, it is in a way hidden. It isn’t out in the open, but unrevealed. People need to reveal it. To this part of the quote, I would like to make a small addition, which can be read later on in the essay, under the heading “footnote to Liu Zongyuan”.

Then we have the second part of the first sentence, “but is revealed by man”. This quote suggests a certain acquirement of a human being, an action that is needed by humans in order to have beauty be “manifested”, it seems. It basically says beauty or beautiful things need people in order to be “seen”. People have to think about, look at or hear about something before its beauty is recognized. 

The rest of the quote, “If Lin tang (orchid pavilion) and its clear river and slender bamboo had not been described by Wang Xizhi (303-361), they would have disappeared in deserted mountains without being known”, is actually an example for the statement made if the first sentence. Like the first sentence tells us that beauty wouldn’t manifest itself if there wasn’t a human being to reveal it, Liu Zongyuan tells us that the beauty of the pavilion would never have been noticed if Wang Xizhi

“footnote to Liu Zongyuan”
Here above I mentioned that Zongyuan meant that people need to reveal beauty. But to that I would like to add:  Or when they don’t see any beauty in an object, they decide to not reveal it, since there is not beauty to reveal. They rather are revealing ugliness, one can say. People can reveal beauty or reveal ugliness, which I, for the ease of this small essay, would consider the same as not revealing or “hiding” beauty[footnoteRef:1]. In order to make this footnote to Liu Zongyuan clearer, you could say: “Beauty (or ugliness) does not manifest itself, but is revealed by man. It is important that we realize this, because I will talk about his subject a little more later on. [1:  “not revealing” or “hiding” are used as synonyms to make this small essay easier to understand.] 


Questions raised by the quote and answers for it

In our every day lives, beauty is always playing an important role. We use the words “beautiful” multiple times every day, though we never take time to realize what we are actually saying.

When we use the word beautiful, whilst considering the quote, a set of fundamental questions will definitely be raised:
· A Is something beautiful, when I am not actually looking at it? 
· B When I call something beautiful, is everyone else, at any time going to find it beautiful? 
With these questions raised above, the quote and its truth and what is actually meant with it, can be explained.

A.  What this quote would answer to this question is actually, no it isn’t. The quote says “Beauty does not manifest itself, but is revealed by man.” It says like mentioned above, that in a way beauty is hidden. This could remind people of what Aristotle ones said about the truth being something “no longer hidden”. The term used for truth was aletheia, a Greek word, which basically meant “revealed”. The same could be connected to this quote. Beauty needs to be revealed by human beings in order to be manifested. There is no beauty, when there is no one to call it beautiful. Beauty does not exist, when I am not there to see it. Beauty is not an asset of a certain thing. Beauty cannot be reduced from an object.[footnoteRef:2] You could even say that finding something beautiful tells me more about myself than the thing I call beautiful. It is so, because beauty is connected to the emotions of a human being.  There is no list of criteria by which we can decide if something is beautiful or not, because it is dependent on so much factors. Later I will tell more about the connection between emotions and beauty.  [2:  About this more later on in the essay.] 

B. This question is actually partially answered by the answer to the previous question. The way that quote puts it, it is suggested that it takes humans for beauty to be manifested. It takes a human to make something beautiful, by the way he/she interprets, feels or sees it. This suggests a certain degree of subjectivity, since it is connected to a human being, a subject. So no, not everybody is going to find the things I call beautiful, beautiful as well. That is also the case in every day life. When I tell someone “she’s very beautiful”, some will answer “ I will have to see so myself”. A thin woman, for example, in most European countries, is most generally believed to be the most beautiful and attractive type of people, whereas in some African countries being a fuller woman is celebrated and loved. Culture and your upbringing influence your perception. But there are many individuals in either of these continents, who have other opinions. Just like the way the perception of beauty changes through time. A couple of hundred years ago, women with wigs and big dresses were considered to be attractive. Nowadays, most people don’t find a big, white powered wig to be a real asset. Beauty’s definition isn’t set in stone. It changed from individual to individual and over time. 

Why is the quote true? - Examples of “real life”, other people revealing

Before I can regard something to be beautiful, 
Important to realize is how much this quote connects to art, like visual arts, literature and music. You might look at an old piece of land where nothing grows, no plants, no flowers, no plants and not a single green thing in sight. You might feel it is completely hideous. But what if a poet decides to write a poem about the land you are watching and he tells you something similar to this:

“Here dead lie we, my mothers land 
Here dead lie we hand in hand
Life was lost, young men choose,
Though this life was nothing much to lose”

If a poet[footnoteRef:3] were to write this about the land you just called hideous, you were to most immediately change your mind “I didn’t realize there were soldier who died on this land, fighting to free our country” is probably what you will say. This land will be completely different to you now; you are most likely to call it indeed, beautiful. This land will become honorable, valuable to you, because it is the beautiful land upon which our freedom was gained. It is understandable, because that is exactly my point. What is beautiful and what is not depends on the person who is looking at it. It depends on emotions towards the object, stories behind the object, which make the object something greater than just “the object”. With a simple poem, the old piece of land went from ugly to beautiful, because the human watching it, the beholder, heard the story around it. The land became “pleasing to his mind”. He felt the pain of the soldiers, he felt sympathy and gratitude toward them and he felt he needed to respect the place where people sacrificed their lives for their country. If I were to ask people to make a list with criteria by which we can judge a land to beautiful or not, they would come op with “green”, lots of exotic flowers and fruits, filled with animals. The piece of land I just discussed would have never lived up to the criteria people would have made up in the first place. This goes to show, that there is not an exact way to define beautiful which can work in all cases. There is not an objective definition of beautiful which can be applied, anytime, anywhere or by anyone. Emotions are always going to way in. Just like a man thinks his wife is beautiful, because he knows how much they have gone through and how much he has done for her, even though any other guy wouldn’t feel the same.   [3:  Important to realize is how one can connect this quote to art, like visual arts, literature and music.] 


We can pull this example back to the example given by Liu Zongyuan as well. If Wang Xizhi hadn’t written about the orchid pavilion, then perhaps nobody would have noticed it. They might have just seen a small river, and just thought “another plain river, nothing extraordinary to see here”. But then Wang Xizhi might have came and told them, look at the clarity of the river, look at the extraordinary small fish, living together. Look how slender the bamboo is, and look at the shadow it forms when the sun hits it, it looks like a tall man”. The beauty in this case is revealed by Wang Xizhi, pointing out the extraordinary details, people otherwise out of boredom or ignorance would have ignored. Some people, who consider beauty to be relatively the same as Wang Xizhi does, might then too see the beauty. Others, on the other hand, might consider the description to still be boring, “who cares about a clear river, I have a clearer one just ten minutes from my house”, and they might decide to (continue to) reveal the ugliness.

Why is the quote true? - Examples of “real life”, revealing beauty to ourselves

But it isn’t only about other people revealing beauty to some, by telling stories or poems or something like that. It is also people revealing beauty to their selves, and therefore letting it “manifest”. I can reveal the beauty, or not reveal the beauty of an object because of the person that I am. I can be brought up in an environment that doesn’t appreciate classical music, and therefore I will hate the sound of a violin. Or, I can be someone that played the violin all their life, and therefore I will be able to appreciate the sound of the instrument, since I know how difficult it is to make certain sounds is, and I recognize techniques and songs I play myself. There is no label “beautiful” on violin music. When violin music is played, the beauty isn’t automatically manifested. There is just violin music, and whether there is beauty in it or not depend on the ears of the listener, and even more than that the whole personality and existence of that person. Just think, will a person with bad ears find the same music beautiful as a person with a full ability to hear? It is up to people to reveal or to hide the beauty of things, it is not there automatically. Beauty isn’t an aspect of things; it is a combination of factors, both of the beholder and of the object. It is an interaction, really, between what is enjoyed (decided by the background of a person) and what is there to perhaps be enjoyed (assets of a thing/person). It is for example the color of one’s hair and the preference of the beholder. The only thing of the hair that manifests itself is its color, the beauty (ugliness) is revealed by it’s beholder and therefore can be manifested to the beholder.

Lastly, I would like to add that it is important to realize, though, that there are some things that large groups of people find beautiful. There are some things that a lot of us can agree on. Not because there are things that are beautiful by themselves, because we have proven the opposite above, but because large groups of people have things in common. We are all humans after all, that’s one thing we will always have in common, so that what applies to our human nature and the beauty or ugliness which needs to be revealed through means which refer to our human nature, can be things we could all agree on. But it is not like we all have the same means with which we reveal ugliness or beauty and it is also not so that there can be put labels of beautiful onto thing. 

Conclusion

[bookmark: _GoBack]What I call beautiful or what people have called beautiful centuries ago isn’t what others call beautiful now. There is no such thing as the label of beauty which we can put on things and with which everybody agrees. Whether I think that object deserves that label is dependent on me and who I am.  It is actually an interaction, between the beholder and the object.[footnoteRef:4] We can try to make a standard or criteria lists, with which we desperately would want to try to define beauty, but that would never be sufficient or even advisable. Let’s just stick to who we are, stick to our individuality, and just keep on liking what others hate and vice versa. Why restrain diversity and try to make an artificial checklist to find beauty?  We should embrace our differences, they will help us progress. Beauty depends on who I am, it depends on the place where I was born and raised, the culture I belong to, the way I look, what the media tells me, what my friends tell me, but most of all what my heart tells me. “It’s all from within.” Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. Let’s keep it that way.  [4:  Previously in the essay it is explained why I call it an interaction.] 



